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What are Cultural Properties? 2

P
R
E
S
E
N
T

Paleoindian 
Period

Archaic
Period

Formative Period Historic Period

12,000 505001,5007,500
Years Ago Years Ago

A structure, place, site, object, or resource having historic, archaeological, scientific, architectural, 
or other cultural significance. They include properties listed or eligible for inclusion on either the 
New Mexico Register of Cultural Properties or the National Register of Historic Places.

Traces of our past are all around us, laying on the ground or buried just 
beneath the surface. 



New Mexico’s Cultural History
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Traces of our past are all around us, laying on the ground or buried just 
beneath the surface. 
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The Cultural Properties Rule

“The previous approach to cultural properties on trust 
lands was, ‘if you break it, you buy it,’ and that simply 
isn’t good enough. This rule gives my staff the tools 
and authority to ensure parcels are thoroughly 
surveyed for cultural properties before irreparable 
harm is done. Cultural properties found on state trust 
lands are very much a part of New Mexico’s story, and 
it is my duty to protect these resources as much as the 
land itself.”
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Rule Development and History

2019

2021

2022

• Creation of the Greater Chaco Region Cultural Buffer

• Establishment of the NMSLO Cultural Resources Office

• Proposal of the Cultural Properties Protection Rule
• Public Comment Period and Tribal Consultation

• Incorporation of Public Comments to the CPP Rule
• Publication of the CPP Rule

December 1, 2022 – CPP Rule Takes Effect 
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Public Comments

Input from Stakeholders
Beginning in August 2021, we accepted input during an 
extensive public comment period. In all, around 35 
individual written comments were submitted, 
overwhelmingly in favor of the proposed rule.

Addressing Concerns
The Cultural Resources will facilitate surveys in-house or 
in partnership with contractors the Cultural Survey 
Support Program, which will help lessees that may be 
unable to afford the cost of a survey for a smaller project. 
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Cultural Resources Office Team

Rachael Lorenzo 
Assistant Commissioner of Cultural Resources

Ethan Ortega
Director of Cultural Resources and 
Archaeologist

Dr. Lia Tsesmeli
Trust Archaeologist

Anne Curry
Trust Archaeologist

David Eck
Trust Archaeologist
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High-Level Process Overview 8
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What is Required? 

“Good Behavior” Clause
Avoidance of Damage

Any persons engaged in activities on state trust lands are 
subject to the requirements of the Cultural Properties Act, the 
Cultural Properties Protection Act, and 19.2.24.13 NMAC. 
Persons shall not disturb, dislodge, damage, destroy, or remove 
any cultural properties on state trust lands. Any project on state 
trust lands that has the potential to directly or indirectly 
damage cultural properties is additionally subject to the 
requirements of Subsections B, C, D, and E of 19.2.24.8 NMAC.

Persons shall not disturb, dislodge, damage, destroy or 
remove cultural properties. 
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What is Required? 

Signed Acknowledgment

Parties shall acknowledge, on a form 
prescribed by the commissioner, that 
they understand and agree to comply 
with applicable laws and rules pertaining 
to the protection of cultural properties 
on state trust lands.

Parties must understand, agree, and comply 
with the Cultural Properties Protection Rule. 

Only One Signed Acknowledgment per Lease
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19.2.24.28 (E) (4) NMAC

11Specific Terms for Oil & Gas Leases



Web Portal Login   culturalcompliance.nmstatelands.org 12

Only for surface Oil & Gas on lease 
activity that is not included in any 
other NMSLO lease application 



Web Portal Dashboard 13



Acknowledgment Form on 
the Web Portal
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The Instructions for 
Compliance

3 pages of “how-to” information

• How to choose an archaeological 
consultant

• What the Cover Sheet A, B, C 
memos mean

• Useful Links to reach support

15What is Required? 



http://uat.sloforms.statelands.rtsclients.com/
16O&G Project Description

Live Demo

● The Web Portal will go live Nov. 28, 

2022 

● You can use it once it is on the web, 

but Not required to be used until 

December 1, 2022

● Once Live, Step-by-step instructional 

material will be available



17Acknowldegment and O&G Project Description

Edit/Approval Process
Utilizes the Login email to send out notifications-
The process is automated



What is Required? 

ARMS Inspection and Survey

Prior to conducting surface disturbing activities, parties shall 
cause a permitted archaeologist to submit to the state land 
office an ARMS inspection of the entire area of potential 
effect… In the best interest of the trust, the commissioner, in 
the commissioner’s discretion, may elect to provide the ARMS 
inspection for any particular portion of state trust land. 

Archaeological Resource Management System inspections 
help to know if a survey have been, or need to be 
completed. 
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NMSLO Cultural Resources 
Cover Sheet

● Updated Format to Conform with the Rule 
Provisions

● Parties will receive it, completed and filled 
in, from their Archaeological Consultant

● They need to include it with their O&G 
Project Description

19New PDF Fillable Form



Results of the ARMS Inspection/Review

• The entire Area of Potential Effect (APE) has been surveyed
• No Cultural Properties were identified

Green Light  (A Memo)

If the ARMS inspection demonstrates that the entire area of 
potential effect has been surveyed, and that no cultural 
properties are located within the area of potential effect, then 
the party shall cause a permitted archaeologist to submit the 
ARMS inspection to the state land office, in which case the 
required archaeological review is complete.
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• The entire APE has been surveyed
• Cultural Properties were identified
• Avoidance or Mitigation will be required

Yellow Light  (B Memo)

If the ARMS inspection or survey demonstrates that the entire 
area of potential effect has been surveyed, and cultural 
properties are identified within the area of potential effect, the 
party shall cause a permitted archaeologist to submit the most 
recent applicable survey(s) to the state land office. If a prior 
survey is submitted that is more than ten years old, the state 
land office will determine if the survey conforms to the 
requirements of 4.10.15 NMAC and if it does not, may require 
an updated survey. 

Results of the ARMS Inspection/Review 21



• The entire APE has not been surveyed
• Survey will be required

Red Light  (C Memo)

If the ARMS inspection demonstrates that the entire area of 
potential effect has not been surveyed, a complete 
archaeological survey must be conducted by a permitted 
archaeologist in accordance with the requirements of 4.10.15 
NMAC and submitted to the state land office. The new survey 
need not include areas already subjected to acceptable surveys. 
The party shall be subject to the requirements of Subsection D 
of this section, if cultural properties are identified in the survey.

Results of the ARMS Inspection/Review 22



Are there any changes to the survey permits for archaeological 
work on State Land? 

19.2.24.8 (F) NMAC

23CPP Rule Frequently Asked Questions

………..



24CPP Rule Frequently Asked Questions

What are the new compliance measures?



What are Acknowledgment-Only Requirements?

25CPP Rule Frequently Asked Questions



26CPP Rule Frequently Asked Questions

What are the exemptions 
to the Cultural Properties 
Protection Rule?



The Short List 
• “Good Behavior” Clause or Avoidance of Damage for all persons entering State Land

• On the Web Portal: Only O&G surface activities ON LEASE that are NOT included in any 
other NMSLO lease application.

• On the Web Portal: Signed Acknowledgment that the Party will abide with all rules and 
regulations (including the CPP Rule) AND O&G Project Description.

• If there is any surface disturbing activity:

o Party should hire an archaeological consultant

o ARMS Inspection and if no survey was done, archaeological Survey 

• Archaeological consultant provides the NMSLO Cultural Resources Cover Sheet

• Party attaches the Cover Sheet to their O&G Project Description
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• No Rule requirements 
for regular 
maintenance



Information on the NMSLO website:

● Links to the Cultural Resources Office Web 
Page

● Links to the Cultural Properties Protection 
Rule web page

● Links to the Cultural Compliance Portal
● Links to Training material

Documents that will be Available

• Web Portal Login and Dashboard Use 
Instructions

• Instructions for the Web Portal in pdf for each 
of the four web forms

• Instructions for Compliance
• NMSLO Cultural Resources Cover Sheet
• Training material

• Upon Request any other forms the Cultural 
Resources Office is using

28The Cultural Resources Office Website
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nmstatelands.org/divisions/cultural-resources-office

The Cultural Resources Office Website
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nmstatelands.org/resources/forms-and-applications 

The Cultural Resources Forms



Thank you 
for helping to protect Cultural 
Properties on New Mexico 
Trust Land!

Cultural Resources Office

CROINFO@slo.state.nm.us

nmstatelands.org/divisions/cultura
l-resources-office
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